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 Preparing to cast. 
 

                              We are a tad short of articles this month, due to a number of outings being postponed because 

of the copious rains that the South Coast received in April. 

 As always, we have a full calendar of planned events up to the beginning of June, enough I think to satisfy the 

most pernickety of anglers, (not that we have any of those among our members, of course!!) Attend them all 

and you will get your monies worth. Cheers. 
   

Events Calendar.  

 

Date Event Venue Time 

April 30th Committee Dinner Breakers Restaurant Uvongo 18h00 

May 5th Grub 'n travel meeting Neil's home 18h00 

May 7th Committee meeting John's home  18h00 

May 9th to 12th  Trout outing Silver Streams TBA 

May 14th  Fly-tying workshop Neil's home 18h15 

May 25th  Saltwater outing Rocky Bay Early. 

May 29th Monthly meeting Umtentweni Tennis Club 18h00 for 18h30 

June 1st Saltwater outing Mzamba Early. 
 

Coming Events: 
                                                                                    

  The Committee Dinner is at Breakers Restaurant in Uvongo on Wednesday 30th April at 18h00. 
 

   A Grub and travel meeting is being held at Neil’s home on Monday 5th May. This is in preparation for the 

camping-trout-trip to Silver Streams, which is from Friday 9th May to Monday 12th May.  
 

The first Committee meeting of the 2025 committee is at John’s home on Wednesday 7th May. Again, as 

has been mentioned on countless occasions, if any member would like to have a particular fishing venue added 

to the list, chat to a committee member and we will do our best to fit it in.  
 

 

The fly-tying workshop is at Neil’s home on Wednesday 14th May. We will be tying the freshwater Flash 

Back Nymph and the saltwater Slinky Bait Fish, which are the FotM for the May meeting. Recipes for both 

flies have been sent to members, together with a list of materials that the club will supply. 
 

Our trips to Rocky Bay, in Park Rynie, have in the past, been spoilt by bad weather. This year we have made 

an advance appointment to have a meeting with the Gods of Weather and fine conditions will be requested. 

Let’s see how persuasive we can be. Keep the date open: Sunday 25th May. For those who do not know the 

way, meet at the Total Filling station in Southport at 06h30. We will pop into a local restaurant for brekkie after 

fishing.   
 

 The monthly meeting is at the Umtentweni Tennis Club on Thursday 29th May at 18h00 for 18h30. Steve 

will have his usual roaring fire for the braai afterwards.  
 

John will not entertain any questions as to “How far can I drive on the beach at Mzamba?” when we have our 

saltwater outing to this area on Sunday 1st June. Meet at the gates to the Wild Coast Casino at 06h30. 

Braai afterwards, so bring the necessary. 

                                                                                                                     Cont’d on Page 2. 

 

Page 2. 
 



     Past Events. 
 

                         Planned outings that came to Nought. 
 

         Because of inclement weather, the outing to Shelly Beach, planned for April 6th, was postponed to the 

following week-end and then only Sakkie and Pieter turned up, to find a screaming north-south current, which 

made any attempt to fly-fish, totally impossible.  

   John and Arthur popped around to the ‘Tweni Granny Pool and were joined by Mitch, who came for a look-

see. The water conditions were pretty good, despite it being low tide. John managed to wrinkle out 3 king fish, 

but Arthur only lost a few metres of leader to the rocks.   
 

Monthly Meeting. Thursday 24th April. Umtentweni Tennis Club. 
 

Present:  9 members.                           Visitor: James Cary 

Apologies: Sakkie McKay, Dave Moldenhauer, Dick Plaistowe, Pieter vd Merwe, Domenick Curnow. 
 

FotM:    Judged by Frank. 
 

Freshwater:   Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear: Arthur, John, Sean, Pieter C, Neil, Matt, Mitch, Neil. 
 

Saltwater:      Salty Bugger: Mitch, Neil, Pieter C, John, Matt, Neil, Arthur, Sean, Sean, Mitch, 
 

Freestyle: Mitch (Dunkeld,) Pieter C, (Brown Stone Fly,) Sean (Needle Nosed baitfish.)   
 

Coming Events: 
 

See calendar above. 
 

General: 
 

As Pieter C. had missed the AGM and had avoided paying his dues to the acting Master at Arms, (with 

appropriate apologies,) he and Arthur had a brief chat and came to an agreeable financial solution.  
 

Steve reported that, despite a number of members who have yet to pay their fines for 20024, club funds are 

looking good. (Can’t yet afford to sponsor the committee to a week-long trip to the Seychelles, but getting 

there!!!!!!!!!!!)    
 

Mitch donated a goodly bunch of assorted Flashabou and olive Marabou towards the club’s stock of fly tying 

material, which is much appreciated. 
 

Bass outing to Dunstone’s Dam.  Sunday 27th April. By Arthur Cary.  
 

     Due to the Saxonholme Dam dumping all its water into the valley below, when the wall slumped and the 

outlet valve moved, the venue for this bass outing was moved the Trevor Dunstone’s dam in Murchison.                                              

After a week of wet weather, the weatherman relented and we woke to the promised beautiful morning. A few 

puddles had to be negotiated on the way to the dam, but the dirt road is in surprisingly good condition, 

considering the rain that we have had over the past month.                                                                                                        

Fishing was tough with the water a murky sharky colour and as the top end is very weeded, this area is virtually 

impossible to fish.                                                                                                                                            

Warren, Neil, Arthur and late-comer Mike Skellern elected to launch their kick boats, while Pieter Claasen, Toi 

and visitor James Cary, fished from the bank. Initially, this proved to be a bit of a mission, as a fresh westerly 

was blowing. Being right-hand casters, they were forced to walk around to the braai area on the west bank in 

order to at least get a line into the water. To make conditions even tougher, the wind would switch to the east 

for a short time, every so often.                                                                                                                               

Anglers always have a reason, (Note, not an excuse) for a poor catch rate and on this day, we selected               

Reason Number 27:  Condition of Water.                                                                                                            

The fish were all on the bottom and while Neil tried a popper along the normal productive dam wall, he did not 

get a touch and changed to his trusty Paparoach. Even this did not work as well as expected, because, although 

he had a fish on, he failed to land it. Despite being of a better size than we normally get in this dam, takes were 

very soft and one had to be sharp to feel the gentle tug.                                                                                     

John finished off with 5 on a Jacaranda, Conner got 3 on a chartreuse and black Bill’s Bastard while Arthur  

manged to net 4, using an orange beaded Somethingorother with a black tail. The rest of the crew, unfortunately 

blanked. Despite the lack of numbers, a good sign is that all the fish were in the 8 to 10 inch range, a change 

from the 6 inch tiddlers that we have caught in the past.          
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   Fry, Fingerling and Stockie Stories. 
 

 

 For those who do not want to go to Silver Streams, Arthur is organising a trip to Wattled Crane from 

Friday 9th to Monday 12th, so if you want to go, contact him on 076 312 0417, immediately. 

 If there are no takers for these dates, a trip could be arranged for any suitable week-end. Give Arthur a shout on 

(076 312 0417) if you have any ideas.  
 

 Costs for the Wattled Crane cottage have again been raised slightly. Cottage now sleeps 6 with two 

bedrooms having 2 single beds and one bedroom with a bunk bed. Cost is now: R 350.00 per person per night 

and a one -off “Cleaning Fee” of R 250.00 shared between the guests. Cathy’s banking details remain at;  

C. Raw.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

First National Bank                                                                                                                                                                         

Kokstad.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Account number: 6266 912 7609 

 Last Cast. 

                Nothing more from my side.  

Cheers. Arthur 

 

 

 


